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sufficient explanation. Whereas, in the East, morality has never been strong enough to demand of theology a satisfactory explanation; and no such terminus as a single future state satiates the deeper Indian sense of immensity. The Hindu fancy does not repose eternally in a heaven or a hell; he must go on through an endless rotation of existences until absorption, or extinction, staves off his pertinacious logical craving for knowledge of the " whence and whither." In his country, the moral purpose running through countless ages has never been demonstrable enough to serve as a final cause ; while the incessant flux and change of religious ideas and shapes support that analogy between the nature of things human and of things divine, which is the origin of all primitive religions, and makes the gods appear as ephemeral as mortals. Mr Swinburne's " Hymn to Proserpine " represents the attitude of the pagan worshipper who refuses to abandon the old gods, consoles himself for their overthrow by declaring the modern creed just as transitory as the ancient one, will not adore the new divinity, " but, standing, looks to the end." This is the true spirit of philosophic paganism; but the popular religious beliefs must obey the pressure of slowly rising moral influence, and if the social condition of a people continues to advance, this process goes on until at last the authority of morals becomes as necessary to theology as at first the authority of theology was to morals. We may some day find in India, as elsewhere, theology in practical subordination to morality; indeed, there are already indications of a tendency towards this inversion of original parts, though the mental and material impediments to be surmounted are still considerable.